
,III. Other Persons Having Legal Responsibilitl:-

~he law places a definite responsibility upon each o~ the
persons named below. The various responsibilities,of each will
be given in the following sections:

A. Responsible heads of all state penal or charitable
institutions.

B. County Superintendents of public welfare.

C.Q,ualified and registered North Carolina physicians
or surgeons.

PERSONS WHO MAY BE STERILIZED

Tb.eNorth Carolina law provides specifically for sterilization
of tll;r~et1pes of eases upo.n authorization of the Eugenics Board.
These.ru-e the feebleminded , epileptic, and mentally diseased when it
is Deliteved that such an'operation would be for the best interests of
the iniividual concerned, or for the public good, or when it is be
lieved. a<child 'or children might be born who would have a tendency
to serlo11smental or nervous disease or deficiency.

It is specifically stated that nothing in the law shall prevent
·the medical or surgical treatment by a physician of an individual for
the proteotioI:l. of health. If a county department of pUblio welfare,
howevet,hasEUl.l part in an operat1onresulting in E1terilization,
such·alpayment of hospital or surgeon's fees or planning and ooun
selingwitll the family regarding the operation., and the llersonupon
whomtlElCl'peration is to be performed is feebleminded, epileptic, or
mentally ill,full protection can ·be prOVided to t.p.e county department
of pub11c"eltare, th.e physician, and the hospital only by filing a
petition with the Eugenics Board. Theaot speoifioally provides that
no person legally participating in 'sterilization proceedings under the
law shall be liaqle, either civilly or criminally, on account of su.ch
partieipation except in cases of negligence in performance of the
operation •. When oounty'departments of public welfare are dealing
withmen'ba.l,ly 1noompetent persons ,they should conform. oarefully to
the statutory provisions sinoe such persons are easi~y influenoed
and their attitUdes and actions after the operation is performed
oannot.bepredicted. Persons to be st"erilized should also be
assur'e4PZ'ot~etionof their' individual rights throueh a omplianoe '
witht.lilEl statutory procedures. No agency should askadootor or
hospit,~l to perform a sterilization operation on a mentally ill
or mentally defioietlt person without sanotion of the Eugenios Board
sinoethe dootor or hospital would be running a grave risk and
might l)esubject to possible suit. The individual or agenoy at,tempt
ing tohaye an operation performed without sanotion o:t the Eugenios
Board ~o~ld also be subject to possible suit.

FILING PETITIONS

I. Du'tirto Ih$titute Proceedings

The law states that it shall be the duty of the head of a State
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